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The Purysburg Colonists of South Carolina
and Their Descendants
Claudette Holliday

Return of the Purysburg Colonists to Europe
In October 2006 I took a trip to Switzerland in search of ancestors wit
a few members of the Purysburg Preservation Foundation. A genealog)
travel destination is common among those searching for their roots .
However, until you actually have experienced it yourself, the stories are jus 1
words on a page.
The Purysburg adventure began with a chance encounter twenty year~
ago between a member of the Swiss de Pury family and a descendant of the
American De Pury family. There have been three crossings, spaced at five
year intervals, since that time.
The first visitors were a contingent of sixteen Swiss and French who
visited the site of the Purysburg settlement on the Savannah River in Jasper
County. Purysburg was one of South Carolina's original Townships.
Our October 2006 group numbered eleven. We were from various parts
of the Southeast and all had connections to Purysburg, either through
bloodline or affinity.
Our itinerary in Europe was a full eight days of hindsight-of what our
lives would have been, had our families not taken on the challenge of
sinking roots in a new world.
Our flight took us into Geneva. There we stayed two days learning
about the Reformation, the Red Cross, art, the United Nations and the
World Court.
From Geneva we went to Neuchatel, family seat of the de Pury family.
We visited 'Jolimont', ancestral home of the de Pury family and a 5,000year-old historical site on Lake Neuchatel.
The next day's journey took us to Bern, the Swiss capital, then eastward
toward Brienz. By now, we were getting into mountainous territory. Near
Interlaken we visited Matten, ancestral home of Lexington, South
Carolina's Sterchi (Sturkie) family. This family is listed as being in
Purysburg, and later Orangeburg Township.
After Brienz we visited W eesen and crossed the Lake of the Four
Cantons to Gersau. We visited the cloister at Einsiedeln. Then on to
Appenzell where we met with Johannes and Marguerite Zuberbuhler whose
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ancestors settled New Windsor Township, near Beech Island, South
Carolina. Appenzell is an enchanted place deep in the Alps near Austria.
As our trip drew to a close and we boarded the night train to Paris
where we went out separate ways, some stayed in Paris, others went on to
Normandy, two cruised the Rhine. As for me, I came home to begin
compiling my trip journal.

The Birth of the Swiss Republic
It has been said that the political development of our own country
resembles that of Switzerland. It is easy to see how seeds of democracy
were sown among the early Swiss settlers of America, many of whom have
descendants in South Carolina to this day.
The Swiss Confederacy began more than 700 years ago on August 1s1,
1291. After the death of Charlemagne, Switzerland fell under Burgundian
and Alemanni feudal systems. Deep in central Switzerland a race of simple
but independent herdsmen and hunters received many rights and privileges
under the rule of the Abbess of Fraumunster, but the Hapsburgs brought
unwelcome changes to these peaceful central Swiss valleys.
In 1291 delegates from the cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden
met together and formed the Perpetual Pact to protect and preserve their
way of life and to join together against their mutual enemies.
From this small beginning today's Swiss Confederacy has grown. Other
cantons joined the union: Lucerne in 1332, Zurich in 1351, Glarus and Zug
in 1352, and Bern in 1353. Frieburg and Solothurn joined the union in
1481. Basel and Schaffhausenjoined in 1501 and Appenzell in 1513.
In 1803 St. Gall, Orisons, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino and Vaud were
added to the union. Geneva, Neuchatel and Valais joined after the French
Revolution. In 1848 the Swiss Confederacy was reformed under a new
Federal constitution.
The bedrock of Swiss government is local self-government and the
independence of the individual cantons. It's three most important social
classes are farmers, townspeople and workers. There are four languages
spoken in Switzerland: French, German, Italian and Romansh.
Swiss federal government serves to protect its linguistic and cultural
minorities and to facilitate good relations among these groups. Swiss
Federalism aims to preserve the country's individuality. Today Switzerland
is not part of the European Union and retains its own currency, the Swiss
Franc.
1291 - Switzerland begins as a Confederacy with the three forest cantons.
1515 - Switzerland declares neutrality.
1519 - Swiss Reformation begins.
1798- Old Swiss Confederation collapses and France invades Switzerland.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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1815 - Swiss Federation is established with guarantees of independence and
neutrality.
1848 - New Federal Constitution is enacted.
1864 - International Red Cross is founded in Geneva.
1971 - Women's suffrage begins.
1992 - Swiss vote against joining the European Economic Area.
Geneva, Refuge and Peacemaker
The Return of the Colonists (RC III) arrived at the Geneva airport on
October 2, 2006, at 9 AM. Our
trip had gotten off to a good
start. Arrival in Geneva was
like a trip back in time.
Vehicles
crowd
airport
passageways and a sense of
tight
security
is not
overwhelming.
Geneva is located m
southwestern
Switzerland.
French is the language of the
region. The Swiss greet one
RC III Group in Geneva
another European-style with
three kisses to the cheek. This differs from the French greeting of two kisses
to alternating cheeks.
Geneva is above all else an international city. The city has been
inhabited since 3,000 B.C. Stone Age people lived among the rocks of the
Saleve. Because of proximity to the Rhone River, trade routes coming
together at Geneva created links between Northern Europe and the
Mediterranean. Around 800 B.C. the Celts settled the area of the Swiss
Plateau and remained there until Julius Caesar stopped their advance. It was
Julius Caesar who gave Geneva its name.
In the sixteenth century Geneva became a religious center. German
merchants spread the ideas of the Reformation there. Under the leadership
of Guillaume Farel Geneva's ruling class converted to the Reformation
movement. In 1536 Farel persuaded John Calvin, who was only twentyseven years old, to come to Geneva. It was during Calvin's time that
Geneva became known as the Protestant Rome. French Huguenots poured
into Geneva in the wake of persecution by the authorities in France.
Additional floors were added to existing homes to accommodate the
refugees.
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Toward the end of the seventeenth century watch making was
introduced to Geneva. In 1690 there were over one hundred watchmakers
in the city.
In 1865 Henry Durant, a citizen of Geneva, came up with the idea for
the Red Cross. In 1871 the first international arbitration concerning the
Alabama Affair between the United States and the United Kingdom was
settled there. Also, the first Geneva Convention was signed at Geneva's
town hall. Geneva has been the international headquarters of the League of
Nations since 1919, and United Nations offices are here too. Geneva has
since become the center of international affairs concerning human rights,
health, world trade, science and the environment.

John Calvin, Man of Geneva
President John Adams said, "Let not Geneva be forgotten or despised.
Religious liberty owes it most respect." Geneva is the city of John Calvin.
Even today his influence can be felt as if he still lives.
It has been said of John Calvin, "American culture is thoroughly
Calvinistic in some form or another. At the heart of the way Americans
think and act, you will find this fierce and imposing Reformer."
John Calvin believed that the State and the Church were jurisdictionally
separate. Each was ordained by God, one civil and the other ecclesiastical.
He developed the idea that man could serve God in every area of his life
without being a priest or nun. This idea is hailed today as the Protestant
work ethic that urges Christians to follow their calling guided by their faith.
John Calvin was born in Noyon, France, in 1509. He was the son of a
lawyer and studied law himself, like many others in the Reformation
movement. Martin Luther studied law, as did Zwingli of Zurich. John
Calvin's passion, however, was the study of theology.
In 1523 he attended the University of Paris and later studied religion at
the College de France. Sometime between 1528 and 1533 he experienced
a conversion to Protestantism which he described thus: "God subdued my
soul to docility by a sudden conversion."
In 1536 Calvin went to Geneva at the urging of Guillaume Farel. This
was a dangerous time for Reformers. Geneva was struggling for its
independence against two Catholic authorities, the Duke of Savoy and the
Bishop of Geneva. With the military assistance of Bern and Fribourg,
Geneva was able to defeat both bishop and duke. In May 1535 monasteries
were dissolved, the mass abolished, and papal authority renounced.
Thereupon Geneva became the capital of the new Protestant Switzerland.
Around this same time Mary Tudor of England began a campaign to
reinstate Roman Catholicism in the British Isles. In the era known as the
Marian Exile, British Protestant scholars were driven into Europe, many
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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settling in Geneva, further enhancing the city's central role in the Protestant
Reformation. With the support of Scotland's John Knox, the Church of
Geneva produced the Geneva Bible, an English language Bible. England's
King James disapproved of the Geneva Bible because of its Calvinistic
leanings which he considered seditious and a threat to his kingdom. The
King James translation of the Bible grew out of this fear. When the Pilgrims
arrived at Plymouth in 1620, it was the Geneva Bible they brought with
them.
John Calvin died on May 27, 1564, of tuberculosis in Geneva.

On to Neuchatel: a Toast to the Colonists
After leaving Geneva the Purysburg Colonists set out for Neuchatel,
home seat of the de Pury family, our host family. Our first stop was at the
Hotel de Ville, or Town Hall, where Nicholas de Pury is president of the
town council. Here we met more members of the de Pury family. Nicholas
delivered an inspiring speech that gives a view of Switzerland as only a
native could give. Here is President de Pury's speech:
"In the eighteenth century Jean-Pierre de Pury left Switzerland with six
hundred emigrants to found Purrisburg in South Carolina. You are, some
two hundred years later, a handful of irreductible descendants, returning to
the source of your history.
"During this period many Neuchatelois left to make their fortunes far from
home. Jean-Pierre de Pury and his eldest son were among the adventurers,
as was his second son David de Pury, who made his fortune in Portugal.
"Neuchatel owes part of its wealth to David de Pury. The town hall, in
which we are now standing, was built with his properties and legacy.
"The eighteenth century is also the century of the Enlightenment, an
intellectual movement based on reason which led to the spread of
democracy and revolutions against monarchy and aristocracy in most of
Europe.
"It was a century where supporters of tolerance fought against the dogma,
superstition, intolerance and fanaticism of the Dark Ages. Freedom of
thought was propounded by Voltaire as the theme of the period.
"Neuchatel did not have such illustrious visitors as Voltaire and Casanova,
but the city was able to welcome Jean-Jacques Rousseau fleeing the
persecution in Paris and Geneva.
"Welcoming guests has been a long tradition in Neuchatel, along with
dialogue and cooperation. Neuchatel has a long tradition of civic
responsibility.
"Even when we do not agree among ourselves, the Neuchatelois have
learned to work well in the spirit of 'entente cordiale'. This cordiality
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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enabled Neuchatel to have a bloodless revolution in 1848 with not a single
death. Remarkably the Neuchatel Revolution was the only one in Europe
which was not overturned later by counter-revolution, when many
monarchies were restored.
"September 1856 saw a brief Royalist counter-revolution occupy the
Neuchatel castle, but it was defeated by an uprising of citizens in support
of the Swiss Confederation.
"Neuchatel, town and canton, is a natural leader in the evolution of Swiss
Society. We were the first to allow foreigners to vote in 1849 and the first
canton to allow women to vote in 1959. Neuchatel was the first canton to
have a statutory five week vacation, the first canton to have an ecologist
party in Switzerland, and the first canton to participate in council
government.
"The canton of Neuchatel has provided the highest portion of ministers to
the federal government in proportion to the population, and many served as
foreign ministers. However, we should not rest on our laurels, as many facts
are not so positive. Today, thirty percent of Switzerland's federal House of
Parliament representatives are right wing and anti-European. To ensure our
future and that of Neuchatel we must:
Think of our town as part of an agglomeration, a region as part of Europe,
not an island in the middle of Europe. Think locally, concentrate on the
ecological development of each neighborhood with local associations
investing in direct participation democracy.
Develop and use renewable resources and aim for a society that consumes
less resources than we do today. We should aim to be a 1,000 Watts society,
consuming only the energy resources that our planet can provide in
proportion to its population. This requires intelligent and qualitative
reductions in consumption. This is the challenge we are now facing and
wish to share with you, dear friends from Purysburg."
Nicholas concluded with a toast, "I would like to offer to you a taste of
the best wine in the world, the grand vin de Neuchatel. I drink to your
health."

The De Pury Family of Neuchatel
Neuchatel is the home seat of the de Pury family. The town is located
in the western part of Switzerland bordering France, and French is the
language spoken in the region. The first historical mention of the name
Neuchatel, meaning new castle, was in 1011 A.D. And, indeed, there was
a castle located there.
During the reign of Rodolphe III of Burgundy (993 - 1032) a castle
existed, but it is believed that this new castle replaced an ancient one.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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Neuchatel was built on land reclaimed from the delta of the Seyon River
that often caused flooding until the river was rerouted by the efforts of
David de Pury.
Neuchatel played a big part in the Reformation thanks to Guillaume
Farel. Farel was an associate and contemporary of John Calvin of nearby
Geneva.
In the early eighteenth century Neuchatel became part of Prussia when
it was assigned to the King of Prussia. Neuchatel became a canton in 1815
and in 1848 was proclaimed a Republic. Troubles began after the
assignment of Neuchatel to Prussia in 1707, and mass emigration started.
This ultimately resulted in the founding of Purysburg in South Carolina
along the banks of the Savannah River. 1
In 1730 Jean-Pierre de Pury began negotiations with England and
traveled to South Carolina to find a location for his colony. In 1734 he
delivered six hundred Swiss Protestants to Purysburg. The colony dissolved
because of poor climate and geographical conditions, and the murder of de
Pury, their leader. Today, descendants of former residents of Purysburg can
be found throughout South Carolina and the nation.
Eason Cross of Alexandria, Virginia, is director and founder of the
Purysburg Preservation Foundation, an organization that he founded to
"make Purysburg more visible" and to commemorate its founder JeanPierre de Pury of Neuchatel.

1
Editor's Note. Next to the founding of the town of Beaufort in 1711, the most significant
single event in the settling of the Beaufort District of South Carolina was the establishment
of Purrysburg on the Savannah River in 1734. Not only was Purrysburg the largest
immigration of Europeans directly to the Beaufort District, but it was also the origin of most
of the French- and German-speaking families in the southeastern comer of South Carolina.
While old Purrysburg did not prosper, the descendants of the Swiss pioneers who settled
there became some of the most productive and influential citizens in the old Beaufort
District. They formed the core of the Huguenot influence in that region. Among the FrenchSwiss names from Purrysburg were DeSaussure, Huguenin, Jeanneret, Robert, Verdier ,
Borquine, deBeaufain, Mongin, Lafitte, Pelot and Bugnion. Among the German-Swiss
settlers at Purrysburg were Mengersdorff, Holzendorf, Mayerhoffer, Winkler, Strobhar, and
Zubly. Approximately two-thirds of the Purrysburg settlers were French speaking and onefourth were German speaking. In addition, twenty-five families originated from Salzburg,
Austria, and forty families were Protestant refugees from the Italian Piedmont. Though the
dream of Jean Pierre de Pury failed, the result was, nonetheless, an infusion into the Beaufort
District of a large number of the most talented, enterprising and productive families in the
long history of the South Carolina low country. For further information on the history of
Purrysburg, South Carolina, see: Roland S. Rowland, The History of Beaufort County, South
Carolina
1514-1861
. Columbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 1996.
Published
by BYU
ScholarsArchive,
2009
7

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 45 [2009], No. 1, Art. 3

2009]

The Purysburg Colonists of South Carolina

37

Neuchatel and David de Pury
The de Pury family of Neuchatel is known throughout Switzerland.
They are a family of much distinction.
David de Pury, brother of the American colonizer Jean-Pierre, left
Neuchatel to go into the maritime trade at age seventeen. In 1730 David
joined with the South Sea Company of London that traded in African,
European and American ports.
In London David met and fell in love with an Englishwoman, but the
romance was never to come to the fruition of marriage because of a
business failure. David remained a bachelor the rest of his life.
David de Pury's business interests took him to Lisbon, Portugal, in 1736.
He acquired a huge fortune through trade in diamonds and the rare woods
of the Amazon forests. In an unfortunate tum of events after the earthquake
of Lisbon in 1755, David de Pury lost nearly all of his accumulated wealth,
but successfully worked to rebuild it before the end of his life.
He was appointed banker to the King of Prussia, Frederic II, before he
died in 1786, and was given the title of Baron de Pury. Because David
never married and had no children, he left more than seventy percent of his
fortune to the Town of Neuchatel and its 2000 citizens for the maintenance
of religious and public buildings. He is credited with providing Neuchatel
with a hospital, a school, and a town hall. To this day de Pury family
members offer their services in Neuchatel government.
A statue of David de Pury was erected in Neuchatel Town Square.
The Celts of Neuchatel
When searching for ancestors you must be prepared for anything you
may find. Our recent RC III trip focused on seventeenth century
immigration to the Carolinas, but what I discovered in Neuchatel plumbed
the depths of a far deeper ancestry. I found cause to ask what our Swiss
ancestors were doing as Stonehenge was being built on the Salisbury Plain?
At Neuchatel, Switzerland I got a first hand look at archaeologists'
discovery of a Celtic village dating back nearly 5,000 years. A wealth of
prerecorded history has been uncovered at the Latenium site, a new and
exciting museum near Neuchatel, which reveals the life of Switzerland's
earliest inhabitants-the ancestors of today's Swiss.
To many people the Celts are a British Isles culture because its Gaelic
language and traditions are so well preserved in Ireland and Scotland.
However, Celtic heritage is much more than most modem history reveals.
The Celts were an Inda-European tribe that inhabited Turkey in the
region of Galatia and Central Europe, spreading along the Danube and
Rhine Rivers into Italy, Spain and the British Isles. The La Tene Celtilc
expansion covered what is now Switzerland.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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La Tene Culture existed at Lake Neuchatel from the fifth to the first
centuries B.C., ending after the Romans crossed into the regions north of
the Alps. During this period the Celts emerged from tribal existence into a
flourishing civilization. La Tene has been described by some historians as
the nucleus of European civilization.
Five hundred years before Christ La Tene Celts were a major presence
in Europe. They ornately decorated their iron weapons. They were mobile
and noted for their horsemanship. They established trade routes across
Europe and introduced coinage. They adorned themselves with opulent gold
and jewels, and were a force to be reckoned with in warfare.
With the discovery of America, the great Celtic migration expanded to
our own country and we, as Americans, can rightly claim a Celtic heritage.
It can be seen in our innovations, our will as a powerful nation, and our
spirit of greatness. It is the Celtic voice resounding in our blood.

The Journey Continues to Berne
After leaving Neuchatel the Purysburg travelers pushed eastward
toward Berne, capital of Switzerland. Berne was founded in 1191 by
Berch told V, Duke of Zahringen. It became the eighth member of the Swiss
Confederation in 1353.
In 1803 Berne became the capital of Canton Berne, and in 1848 the city
became the federal capital of Switzerland. Berne has some of the finest
examples of medieval architecture in Europe and is a world heritage site.
Between 1218 and 1798 at the time of the French Napoleonic invasion,
Berne became the most powerful city-state north of the Alps. The city is
protected on three side by natural fortifications, and a wall, a watchtower
and moats on the fourth side. Prior to the founding of Berne, the area was
inhabited by the Celts, Romans and Germans. Today Berne is located in the
German-speaking region of Switzerland. In the early part of the twentieth
century Albert Einstein spent time studying in Berne and wrote some of his
most famous works here.
During the mid-eighteenth century many people of the Lauterbrunnen
valley in Canton Berne came to South Carolina. It was at this time that
many of the ancestors of the Swiss settlers of Lexington County emigrated
from the area of Berne. The Bernese emigration to South Carolina was so
large that the government of Berne ordered a commission to examine the
problem. The Responsa Prudentum of 1744 announced that the citizens of
Lauterbrunnen, Sigriswil, Battenberg, Habkern, Gsteig and Grindelwald
were delinquent in tending their fields and were abandoning their work and
were taking their children down with them. The Berne commission
responded to the emigration problem by encouraging local crafts and
industry in the hope of keeping residents in the Alpine home valley.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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As the modem day Purysburg travelers moved on from the City of
Berne after a wonderful lunch of fresh fish on the River Aare, we came into
Interlaken at the foot of the Jungfrau. Interlaken is very near the ancestral
home of Lexington County's Sturkey family.
In the evening we ventured into Matten to see the inn built by Christian
Sterchi and possibly to meet a member of the Sterchi family.
The Sterchi (Sturkie) family was among these early immigrants to
South Carolina. Henrich Sterchi, Ulrich Sterchi and Margaret Sterchi were
known to have emigrated to Orangeburg, South Carolina from Interlaken
(near Berne).
Today many Sterchis
remain in this Alpine area
of Switzerland. According
to the heraldic history of the
Sterchi family, the family
first settled in Matten,
Interlaken. It is the oldest
family in the area of
Bodelis dating back to 1266
to a Petrus Sterchi.
In
1671
Christian
Sterchi Crest on their Home
Sterchi was an accountant
in Matten. A Christian
Sterchi is recorded as a delegate for Matten. Christian Sterchi was also an
innkeeper. This inn is still in business in Matten, although it is no longer in
the Sterchi family.

A Cool Glass of Wine with Kathi Sterchi
We found the Hotel Hirschen at Matten. The new innkeepers, Edith and
Hanspeter Brogle-Meier, welcomed us inside, and we inquired of the
Sturkies. Hanspeter informed
us that Mrs. Kathi Sterchi no
longer owned the hotel and
that it had been sold in recent
years. Mr. Sterchi died several
years ago, and Mrs. Sterchi
was now unable to run the inn.
He added that Mrs. Sterchi
still lived nearby and that he
would telephone her for us.
With that information we
set out to find Kathi Sterchi.
Kathi Sterchi and Philippe de Pury

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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Mrs. Sterchi lived very close by and we walked to her apartment. She
greeted us at the front of her building with astonishment. Once she realized
that we were long lost relatives from America and escorted by distinguished
members of the de Pury family, she welcomed us warmly and invited us to
join her for refreshments at the inn's tavern.
It was Friday night and a Swiss band was playing the accordion and
yodeling. Through the window could be seen the snow capped Alps. The
waiter served us Swiss cheese and local wine. The tavern quickly filled with
locals who played cards and drew smoke from hand carved pipes. There
was hardly room to move as the night progressed. After a short intermission
the band returned with a song they had written for the visitors from
Carolina. It was an enchanted evening.
Kathi Sterchi, 81, was a wonderful hostess. She made me feel like a
long lost relative who had finally come home. Philip asked me if I was
going to stay in Matten now that I had found my ancestral home. I was
tempted to say yes, indeed.
Mrs. Sterchi gave me a book from Interlaken. In it was a description of
the Sterchi's Matten tavern. "The Matten tavern (the Hirschen), or as it was
known earlier, the "house at the sign of cool wine", was for centuries the
only public house in Matten. The name of the Matten tavern is recorded in
1581, at a time when there were no other inns on the Bodeli except the
Neuhaus, the Stadhaus, and the monastery tavern. The smithy was also
located here until 1683. After the Hirschen was rebuilt, the smithy was
moved to the back road. Whoever had to wait for his horse to be shoed
could while away the time with a cool glass of wine!"

Hermits and Wishing Wells
When I wrote about the Einsiedeln Monastery last year, little did I
know that within a few months I would visit this very cloister. This ancient
church is located in
canton Schwyz. It was
the dean of this abbey
who visited the Hermit
Saint Nicholas von Flue
and witnessed that the
hermit neither ate nor
drank temporal food.
Einsiedeln Abbey is known for its hermits of
the Dark Forest. The first
hermit to come to the
Dark Forest was Meinrad
Einsiedeln Cloister

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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who lived on Etzel hill on the south shore of Lake Zurich around 741 AD.
Meinard lived as a hermit in the Dark Forest for twenty-six years and was
murdered by Richard the Alemmanian and Peter the Rhaetian. Meinrad's
murderers were brought to justice and the hermit was made a saint.
Pilgrims come to Einsiedeln to visit the Chapel of our Lady and to
partake of the medicinal benefits of 'Our Lady's Well,' which flows from
beneath the Black Madonna.
Our own Reverend John Bachman's ancestors served this church in the
years prior to the Reformation. Hans Bachman of Finstersee near
Menzingen served as the Official Magistrate for Taxation at the Monastery
of Einsiedeln from 1469-1508. He was also Governor of the High Council
at Rosseberg. Hans Bachman began a long tradition of Bachman succession
to the monastery position.
The Feast of Saint Andrew on November tenth was the day set aside for
the collection of taxes. Many Swiss peasants would pray for a miraculous
deliverance from taxation by kneeling around a tub of water and praying to
God throughout the night before tax day. In the morning they would thrust
their hands into the water hoping to withdraw enough money to satisfy their
tax debt.

The Mennonites and Amish
Ross Baughman , a descendant of the Bachman family, has written a
wonderful book, The Chain Rejoined, which includes a DNA Study
conclusively linking the Bachman family to the Swiss Mennonite heritage.
By 1533 a group of Swiss Brethren had organized in Leeuwarden,
Friesland, Holland under the leadership of Obbe and Dirk Philips. A priest
by the name of Meno Simons converted to the Brethren beliefs. Meno
continued in the ministry with a price on his head. He wrote numerous
books which were widely translated and quickly became a well known
figure in the movement. By 1545 the Swiss and Dutch Brethren became
known as the Mennonites.
Between 1693 and 1697 the Amish separated from the Mennonites
under the leadership of Elder Jakob Amman of Erlenbach, Berne. Many of
this group resettled in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
Nebraska, Kansas and South Dakota. There is also a large Amish settlement
in Ontario, Canada.
Jakob Amman held strict views on wearing untrimmed beards,
uniformity of dress, and the prohibition of attending services of the state
church. The first Amish began to arrive in Berks, Chester and Lancaster
Counties, Pennsylvania in 1720. Hessian Amish can be found in Somerset,
Pennsylvania and Garrett County, Maryland.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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These people are collectively called the Pennsylvania Dutch, when in
truth their origin was Berne, Switzerland. Many of these 'Dutch' settlers of
Pennsylvania made their way to the Dutch Fork and other areas of South
Carolina.
Christian Sterchi's wife Agnes Riggenberg of Leissigen was a
Mennonite. Both the Bachmans and the Sturkies have Mennonite
connections in Switzerland, and both families emigrated to America during
the migrations resulting from the persecution of the Brethren in
Switzerland.

John Huss-from Goose to Swan
The first time I encountered John Huss was at Ebenezer Lutheran
Church at the Salzburger settlement in Georgia. 2 The Salzburgers settled
2

Editor's Note. The Georgia Salzburgers, a group of German-speaking Protestant colonists ,
founded the town of Ebenezer in what is now Effingham County. Arriving in 1734, the
group received support from King George II of England and the Georgia Trustees after being
expelled from its home in the Catholic principality of Salzburg (in present day Austria) . The
Salzburgers survived extreme hardships in both Europe and Georgia to establish a
prosperous and culturally unique community in the American South. The first group of
Salzburgers sailed from England to Georgia in 1734, arriving in Charleston, South Carolina,
on March 7, then proceeding to Savannah on March 12. There they were met by James
Oglethorpe, the founder of the Georgia colony , who assigned them a home about twenty-five
miles upriver in a low-lying area on Ebenezer Creek . Subsequent ships brought the rest of
the original exiled Salzburgers, as well as other European settlers from German-speaking
nations who also became identified generically as Salzburgers.
Upon arrival in Georgia, the leader of the Salzburgers, Pastor Johann Martin Boltziu s,
established the Jerusalem Church (later Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church) and
administered the settlement of Ebenezer with a strong religious element. Because of their
harrowing experience in Europe and their level of religious devotion, the Salzburger s
secured the admiration and financial support of English authorities , who idealized them as
model colonists. Indeed , the qualities of piety , modesty , and industriou sness were rooted in
the Salzburgers' spiritual traditions, which emphasized personal conviction and community
activities. Their fierce sense of independence, as well as a mistrust of secular authority,
isolated the Salzburgers from the rest of the Georgia colony .
The original settlement of Ebenezer, Georgia failed largely because of its poor location
and had disappeared by 1855. It was too far inland, and no clear waterway existed to the
Savannah River. In early 1736 Oglethorpe gave the Salzburgers a new site on the high bluffs
above the Savannah River. The settlers referred to the new settlement as New Ebenezer. The
Jerusalem Church in the original settlement of Ebenezer survived not only the American
Revolution but also occupation by Union general William T. Sherman ' s troops during the
Civil War (1861-65) during their notorious March to the Sea in November-December 1864.
The church, which still stands, houses the oldest continuing Lutheran congregation in the
United States to worship in its original building. Many descendants of the Salzburgers still
live in Effingham and Chatham counties , and a number of them are active in the Georgia
Salzburger Society, an independently operating genealogical and archaeological
organization founded in 1925. For further information on this subject , see: George Fenwick
Jones, The Salzburger Saga: Religious Exiles and Other Germans along the Savannah
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along the Savannah about the same time our Swiss settlers came to Saxe
Gotha, South Carolina. In fact many of these Salzburgers ended up in the
Lexington District of South Carolina near Columbia. The Wessingers,
Geigers, Kings and Kleckleys are a few Lexington families with Salzburger
connections.
Martin Luther's coat-of-arms was the swan, and this symbol sits atop the
Ebenezer church at Rincon, Georgia.
As a young monk Martin Luther discovered a volume of Huss' s
sermons and was overwhelmed with what he found. Huss became a hero to
Luther. And, indeed, Huss had foretold of the coming of Martin a hundred
years before he drew up his 95 Theses that began Germany's Reformation
movement.
Huss said to his executioner in 1415 as the fire was being lit, "You are
going to bum a goose, but in a century you will have a swan which you can
neither roast nor boil."
The Reformer John Huss was born Johannes Husinetz, at Hussinetz,
Czechoslavakia, in July 1369. His name means goose in his native
language. His mother was widowed, and he had to work his way through
school by singing. He earned two bachelor degrees, a Master's degree, and
became Dean of Theology at the University of Prague.
While at university Huss studied the work of England's John Wycliff
whose writings were condemned by the church hierarchy. Huss found them
fascinating.
After being ordained in 1401 Huss became a minister at Bethlehem
Church in Prague, one of the largest churches in Prague with a congregation
of over 3,000. Huss became famous as the Reformer of Bohemia while at
Bethlehem Church.
Huss preached in his native Czech language that the Bible was the final
authority of the Church, not the Pope. He encourage the expansion of
church council authority, the diminishment of Papal authority, and he
promoted the moral reform of the clergy as well.
Huss condemned the practice of selling indulgences to finance the
Crusades, was excommunicated and left Prague.
Huss was called to the Council of Constance in November 1414 under
the cunning pretense of giving him the opportunity to give an account of his
doctrine. The real objective was to arrest him and force him to renounce his
(Athens: Univeristy of Georgia Press , 1984); Alexander Pyrges, "German Immigrants at the
Ebenezer Settlement in Colonial Georgia, 1734-1850 : Integration and Separatism" (master's
thesis, Kansas State University, 2000); H.A. Scomp, History of the Salzburgers
([Springfield , Georgia]: N.V. Turner, 2002).
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doctrine. Like Luther later on, John Huss refused to recant, and therefore he
was burned at the stake at Constance. His ashes were scattered in the lake,
and pieces of soil from the ground where Huss died were carried back to
Prague as a memorial.
The Moravian Brethren grew out of Huss' s teachings, and he influenced
the conversion of the Wesley brothers, who were so influential in the
colonization of Georgia.

The Brethren of Berne and Zurich
Martin Luther began the Reformation in the sixteenth century in
Germany. Ulrich Zwingli of Zurich and John Calvin of Geneva continued
the movement in order to form a separate Christian faith apart from the
Roman Catholic Church. They promoted the concepts of salvation by the
grace of God, rather than through church sacraments; individual freedom
of belief; the concept that no intermediary priest was needed to generate
communication between believers and God; the close integration of Church
and God; reliance on the Scriptures alone with diminished Church tradition.
There was yet another group of reformers who have been called radical
reformers by historians. This latter group believed that free churches should
be formed separating the Church from all other state churches, even in the
Reformed Church, which was a state church at that time. The Swiss group
led by Conrad Grebel, Felix Mantz and George Blaurock began to study
groups modeled on the early Christians, and sought to lead their
congregations back to the principles of the early Church dictated by the
teachings of Saint Peter and Saint Paul.
This Swiss group of reformers became known as the Brethren and
declared in 1527 a Brotherly Union consisting of seven articles: 1) baptism
of repentant, believing adults, 2) a doctrine of unswerving obedience to
God, those who fell into erring ways being warned once, then being
publicly warned should the misbehavior continue, and finally being banned
from the group, 3) the stipulation that only baptized adults could participate
in the Lord's Supper, 4) the pledge to reject violence and separate
themselves from evil in the world, 5) the requirement that Church leaders,
or shepherds, be of good character and competent to preach the Gospel, 6)
the advocation of the separation of Church and State and the requirement
that its members neither hold public office nor engage in civil affairs, 7) the
final stipulation that its members should not swear oaths. Their word alone
was considered to be sufficient.
These radical groups were known as the Anabaptists because of their
common belief in rebaptizing adults. They were considered a threat to the
established European governments and state religions of the day. Anabaptist
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hunters were employed to locate and arrest the Brethren, and many of their
leaders were executed.
Many of these Anabaptist believers were jailed, their property
confiscated by the State, and they were driven from the country under the
threat of execution. Many relocated to Holland, Moravia, Russia and
Germany. Despite persecution the movement grew.

The Swiss Alps
Our first stop after Einsiedeln was Mount Santis. Cable cars carry
tourists to the top of the peak for sightseeing, a meal, or shopping. This ride
is not for the faint of heart, however.
The jagged, rocky peak offers the thrill
of vertigo and being able to reach out
and touch the clouds, being careful not
to lean too far into the railing. Six
countries can be seen from Mount
Santis.
Lunch at a lower altitude cheese
factory is provided at the foot of the
mountain. This gave us our first taste of
the world-renowned Appenzell cheese
made on the premises.
Swiss farmers take their herds to
the high meadows during the summer
and bring them down to the valley in
the fall. Many traditional mountain
homes have attached barns. Narrow
zigzag cattle paths wind up the steep
slopes to summer pastures and
RC III Group at Mount Santis
herdsmen's shelters dot the hillsides.
People of the valley developed
cottage industries such as woodcarving,
leather crafting, needlework, bell
making, and music to pass the winter
months. These homecrafts remain a
valuable Swiss asset today.
This panoramic valley was home to
many who eventually came to Carolina
and Saxe Gotha, New Windsor, Amelia
and Purysburg Township in the mid
1700s. Appenzell, Toggenburg, St.
Swiss Cow Bells
Gallen and Schwagalp would have
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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been familiar place names to the Swiss emigrants of that era such as the
Geigers, Zublers, Geissendanners and Toblers.
Appenzell is divided into two cantons. Each canton has the bear on its
coat-of-arms: Appenzell Inner-Rhodes and Appenzell Outer-Rhodes. One
is a Catholic canton, the other Protestant. Appenzell Land was one of the
last regions to give up time honored traditions which observed the old
calendar, the new year celebration of Silvesterchlaus, and the
Landsgemeinde, an open air parliamentary vote held the last Sunday in
April.
When we arrived at our
hotel in Appenzell, Johannes
and Marguerite Zuberbuhler of
Gais were there to greet us. Mr.
Zuberbuhler comes from a long
line of canton presidents. He
lives in the family home that
was built in 1735 about the time
of the departure of many of
Appenzell' s citizens
for
Carolina.
De Purys and Johannes Zuberbuhler
We toured the Appenzell
countryside and visited a
museum in nearby Umasch. The quaint museum gives visitors a view of
traditional Appenzell life. The 400-year-old home became a museum in
1976 and has exhibits of traditional Alpine life with a woodcarver's shop,
home cheese making and a sewing room.
I was able to purchase a
Johannes Tobler Appenzeller
Calendar for January 2007 in
the museum shop. This
publication is similar to our
Farmers' Almanac. Another
Johannes Tobler published a
Calendar in 1735 in New
Windsor, South Carolina.
The Purysburg travelers
visited a cheese making dairy
Swiss Cheese
in Stein. Cheese has been
exported from this area since
the twelfth century. Appenzell cheese is noted for its tart taste derived from
a blend of ancient and modem production techniques using recipes handed
down for generations.
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The highlight of our Appenzell stay was a visit to the Zuberbuhler home
in Gais where we were served traditional Swiss teacakes and refreshing
beverages. We were given the cook's tour of the Zuberbuhler home and saw
first hand its connected barn. The Zuberbuhlers no longer use the barn for
their herd. The Zuberbuhler' s front door opens onto a picturesque flower
garden with a view of the high meadows surrounding Gais.

John Tobler of Appenzell
John Tobler was a former cantonal governor who came to Carolina with
Reverend Bartholomew Zuberbuhler and 192 Appenzellers in September
1736. Three years earlier Governor Tobler had been ousted from office for
inciting unrest in Appenzell.
Sebastian Zuberbuhler, Bartholomew ' s father, was sent to New
Windsor, South Carolina to select a location for a settlement of Protestant
Appenzellers. The Reverend Sebastian Zuberbuhler led the first party of
200 settlers into New Windsor Township aboard the Prince of Wales,
arriving in Charleston on February 1si, 1734.
Tobler opened a store near Fort Moore at New Windsor. He was an
inventor and made many valued contributions to the success of the
township. Tobler wrote of Fort Moore: "There is a fort with 14 men, where
20 to 30 little houses are built. I have seen no trees except peach trees,
which are thick with blooms."
Tobler invented a rice-cleaning machine and wrote the South Carolina
Almanac that was published in the settlement until 1790. The almanac was
the first of its kind in Carolina and contained home remedies, recipes,
medical advice, astronomical tables and farm and garden information.
Tobler was somewhat of a Ben Franklin of the Carolinas. He
contributed to Swiss scientific journals and was a self-taught mathematician
and astronomer. He had the only privately owned organ in the region and
had a vast library of German language books, all of which brought a sense
of culture to the frontier.
Tobler sent instructions that anyone who came to Carolina should bring
calendars, globes, linen caps, cowbells and roofing nails. He also said that
carpenters and cabinetmakers were needed and that he would pay their
passage if they could not afford it themselves.
Tobler urged beggars to stay home in Switzerland becaue they would
have to carry a heavy load or go hungry. He also stated, "There is no need
for those who like to be dead drunk everyday, because the liquor here is
stronger than at home and finishes off newcomers."
Tobler' s obituary in a Swiss newspaper said of him, "He gained in wealth
and respect in his new country."
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/3
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Letters from the New World
The Swiss settlers in Carolina sent reports of the journey to the New
World to their relatives back home. Johannes Ulrich Giezendanner, a
goldsmith from Toggenburg who settled in South Carolina, wrote in April
1737 the following:
"After we had been traveling for 23 weeks because of many obstacles in
England and Holland and 12 weeks at sea we arrived-God
be
praised-mostly healthy on February 1st • In all only three children and one
daughter died. On January 16th and 17th we had a very big storm day and
night so that we were nailed in our ship-cave so that no water could enter."
The following was written by Hans Wernhard Trasher of Egg, Zurich ,
which describes conditions on board ship:
"During the voyage we were allotted for each 24-hours on Sundays and
Tuesdays, dried beef, on Saturdays pork meat, on Fridays stockfish, the
other days rice, peas, and barley stew, also a measure (two quarts) of water
and beer, and a piece of biscuit per head. And furthermore, they had to sleep
on the floor without beds."
After the Swiss settlers disembarked at Charleston, they had some bad
news. King George had issued an order that no one was to be given or
advanced provisions any longer, and the settlers were reduced to poverty.
Some stayed in Charleston, other moved inland to Orangeburg, Purysburg,
Savannah, New Windsor and Saxe Gotha on the Congaree River where they
were assigned wooded tracts and rough land and where they contributed
through their various skills to the colonization of the region.

Night Train to Paris
Appenzell was our last stop
in Switzerland before starting
home. Philippe de Pury dropped
off Jim and Gloria DePury at the
train station to rendezvous with
their cruise ship for a trip down
the Rhine. The remainder of our
group went on to Zurich to catch
the train for Paris.
We booked passage on the
night train which in itself
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sounded like a made for Bogart adventure. It turned out to be more of an
adventure than we had expected.
Philippe dropped us off in Zurich about 3:00 PM, but it was drop and
run because there was no place to park near the train station. He pulled our
van onto the sidewalk and we unloaded our luggage and rolled our way
toward the station, hoping Philippe could find a parking spot and bid us one
last farewell before he drove back to Neuchatel.
We could see Philippe circling the block searching in vain as we sat in
the station. We were on our own for the first time since arriving in
Switzerland. Daylight was coming to an end and we were travel weary. We
found a spot near the escalators on two stone benches. There was no
comfortable seating as there is in airport terminals. What seats were there
were sparse and uncomfortable.
Trains arrive quickly and depart in the same manner. There is normally
little time to get comfortable. So, there we stood encircling a mountain of
luggage with five hours to kill.
It wasn't long before we noticed we were being watched. First it was a
man dressed in black leather who kept walking by. Then a man with a
Rotweiller stopped to smoke a cigarette and circled back around us several
times. Finally, a group of teens hovered near us for what seemed hours.
Two of the older boys sat down next to us and began loudly cursing
Americans in English. It was getting late, nearly time for our train to arrive,
but still at least an hour. The man with the dog lingered in the vicinity and
we were clearly uneasy.
Just in time, a man riding a sweeper came by. Janice and Zenie ran up
to him and asked that he summon the police for us. We then hastily
gathered up our luggage and moved it to the platform to await our train.
Before we departed Zurich at 11:30 PM two Swiss policemen were
checking out the area, but our band of gypsies had dispersed into the night
and we were on our way to Paris.

Paris, the Gate to Paradise
As dawn broke we arrived in Paris like people who had been out on the
town. For some reason Paris cabbies are reluctant to take on a group of
travelers , so we had to wait out the disembarking surge. Fortunately, our
hotel was only a few blocks from the station. If we hadn't been so tired, we
could have walked the few blocks.
After a few hours sleep we gathered up a second wind to get a glimpse
of the City of Light before returning home the next day. It was Wednesday
and we headed toward the Louvre, which happens to be closed on
Wednesdays. Second choice was Notre Dame Cathedral and the Eiffel
Tower.
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After lunch in a French cafe, we walked up the bank of the Seine toward tht
cathedral.
In the third century AD soldiers and merchants came to the area that is
now Paris and established Christianity. In 451 Attila the Hun threatened
Paris. A Parisian by the name of Genevieve convinced the citizens not to
flee, but to pray and defend the city. Attila fled and Saint Geneview
became the protectress of Paris. In the sixth century Paris became the
capital of the Frankish kingdom.
Bishop St. Germain of Paris had the Cathedral of Paris built in the sixtl
century, and the present day Notre-Dame was completed in 1272. It too~
five generations to complete the work.
The gates of Notre Dame represent the entrance of the Garden of
Paradise and are adorned with foliage with birds resting among it. Parisians
love the forests and the great bishop M.M. Martin once said of Notre Dame:
"The bishop imagines God sending an angel in the form of a bird to a man
who had manifested the desire to know what Paradise was like ... Enchanted ,
the man stayed listening to it for three hundred years. Imagine what
Paradise must be like if the song of an angel thereof alone can put a man in
ecstasy and make him confuse three hundred years with one hour."
The people of Paris today reflect the light of this ancient city. I am sure our
fleeing Huguenot ancestors carried memories of Notre Dame cathedral with
them to the New World.

Lexington, South Carolina
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